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SUBJECT! FRtNCH INITIATIVES ON' VIET-NAM ■ 

. »- * A * * t \ * 

for ambassador;: .••:.•• •/; • • „ _ li _ l t 

l r THE FRENCH -.EMBASSY* INFORMED. US ‘THE EVENING OF 
APRIL' 23 OF ' S AUV AON ARGUES *' . .‘'V; > . . • ' • • 

C0NVERSATI0NS:'WIT.M pav and. PRG; .-REPRESENTATIVES as rOlLOHSl 

•2. THE FRENCH' -EMBASSY HAS ' RECEIVED A MESSAGE RECOUNTING 
SEPARATE CONVERSATIONS THAT SAUVAGNARbUES HaO ON APRIL *2 
WITH PNG REPRESENTATIVE,. P,HAM VAN BA, AND DRV RtPPEffNTA- 
. TIVE, VO VAN SUNG, FRENCH . EMbO.F f v READ FROM THE REPORT AS 

• '‘follows: 

♦ • * * • • * » « 

. • , t ^ # ^ 

• '5* In BOTH CONVERSATIONS j. S AUV AGNARGUES NOTED THE RECENT 
.DECLARATION MADE BY' PRESIDENT G1SCARD ON VlfcT-NAM, HE 

underlined that the conditions posed by the prg have been 
fulfilled, ' thieu has. resigned, the united states is pull- 
ing OUT OF VltT-ruM and HAS CLEARLY • AtsANOGNEQ ThE IDEA^OF ^ 
SEARCHING FUR A MILITARY STABILIZATION, I»£«* TO ST.":e.N»»7H' N 
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THE SAIGON .REGIME AND. ENABLE IT TO SURVIVE, 

* * • • » >• ♦ 

* \ • ■ 

A - ft. 

, • * . . ^ 1 

4, IT IS URGENT , ; IN THESE.;CQIsDmONS, THAT A POLITICAL 

•SOLUTION TArtE PLACE/ 'ThISVkOULO REQUIRE PUTTING IN PLACE A 

• . * • . 

REGIME 0F ; CONCILIATION AND' CONCORU IN SUPPORT OF THE 
PARIS AGREEMENT. .IT- -IS IN.'THc. ; INTEREST Op'. THE PRG AND THE 

orv, because both affirm that they .do not risk a military 

SOLUTION, to tNTER -UPON 'This PATH’ WITHOUT DtlAY AND TO DO 
SO THEY COULD ACCEPT* A/REAL- CEASE-FIRE OR AT LEAST 
ESTABLISH a- de FACTU, 'TRUCE, 


9 . 


5, TAKING A HARO LTNE.ON ThIS WOULD RISK JUSTIFYING' AN 
AMERICAN LIFE-SAVING •OPERATION UF LARGE SCOPE CARRYING 
Tn£ RISK QF FUKTh'ER. CONSEQUENCES, 

6, AFTER -THIS .PRESENTATION, SAUVAGN'ARCUES REPORTS EACH 

OF THE VIETNAMESE .COMMENTS AS FULLUwSl 

• • 

• • 1 i ' l - » » 

* T 1 . ■ .•». 

7, BA REPLIEU- HE •WO’ULO TRANSMIT BAUVAGNARGUES’ COMMENTS 
TO HIS GOVERNMENT, • AFFIRMED 'THAT'- ‘HIS GOVERNMENT DIO • 
NOT POSE PR L - C Q N D I T 1 .0 N 5 .BUT THE IMPRESSION WAS PREVALENT . 

Even in third. force circles Thai the departure. of thieu 
has changeo /.nothing Because his :?tAM 'kemaineo in place, 

. * • . ■ . ‘ ‘ • * i* * 

* ; \ 

a, IT WAS .NECESSARY'. THEREFORE THAT : THE AMERICANS EFFECT • 
A REAL WITHDRAWAL » ■ ;Z N PARTICULAR; ' 50 ’-LONG AS THE AMERICAN 

Fleet was in the proximity of the- south Vietnamese coast, 
There could not be :a • true change in saigon because the 

LEADERS WOULD CONTINUE TO THINK THAT IN ThE EXTREME CASE, 
IF THE OCCASION. ARISES,- A CONTINUATION OF HOSTILITIES 

could facilitate .a solution. 

9, THE PRG IS READY! TO ACCORD WASHINGTON ALL THE FACILI- 
TIES SO THAT IT ..COUL&' CARRY: OUTr 'WITHOUT DIFFICULTY,' 

THE EVACUATION THAT' IT. HOPES TO CONDUCT. , 

* . « , ♦ * 

• ■ , 1 » 

• ft ' 

• 1 

Iff, S AUV AGNAPGUES COMMENTED' IN HIS 'CABLE THAT ON THIS 
LATTER POINT ONE CGvJLD ASK -WHETHER A DIRECT CONTACT, WHICH 
THE PkG Has TOLD ThE FRENCH- 7nS Y SEEK wITH WASHINGTON, 
COULD NOT SERVE TO- DlSSI D ATE SUSPICIONS AND MJSUNOER- 
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STAnOX'NGS* ••• ' • ; • 

11 SuNti, IN COMMENTING ON 5 AUVAGnAKGuES 1 STATEMENT, 

•»isu BEU--v"o THAT the RECENT RESIGNATION WAS ONLY A 
SnITEO tilTES MANEUVER TO PURSUE ITS INTERVENTION. ONLY 
HREN sAIGUN KOUEU Get A NEW GOVERNMENT i REALLY O-SIRING 
•TO IXP^NeUt Th£ PARIS AGREEMENT, CUULO A SOLUTION =E 

fOUuO TU THE’ VIETNAMESE PkObLEM,- . - 

- • » * 

lb ThE DRV HAS# • F'QR'- ITS P ART * NO INTEREST IN ELIMINATING 
Hi Jh!nS£s offi-mnScAL SOLUTION, AND IN AN INU|- ■ 

pendent, democratic anO 2 E0 ^Si A x' t^Io^que^tig^of” 0 ■ 

FORCE WOULD H A.Vt ITS HOLE* ... BUT - .THERE IS nO. QUEwTICN. U 

^ j ’ ♦ * • , ’ # 4 ; # % 

LEAVING IN POWER • A GROUP THAT WOULD FOLLOW UNITED STATES 
POLICIES IN -SAIGON* ’ /•. "• • . 

«•> xjt FRENCH KEPQKT SAY.’s THAT •SAUVAGNAHGUES i IN BOTH 
CASES, REFUTED THE ARGUMENT 'OF HIS- INTERLOCUTORS CONCERN" 
ING THE presence; OF THE UNITED STATES. FlEET OFF THE COAST. 
HE TOLD THEM IT WUULQ b£ .SCARCELY REALISTIC TO THc 

UNITED STATE5 TO GIVE UP THIS MEANS OP EVACUATION SQ UOWG 

AS THE bATTLE FUk SAIGON REMAINED. A POSSIBILITY. ; 3^** 
POSS T HlLlTY CUULO ONLY BE EXCLUDED WITH TmE beginning of 
A POLITICAL PROCESS AND A OE FACTO TRUCE. KISSINGER 
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